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LETTER 


TO 


% 


NICHOLAS CHESTER. 


SIR, 
Howzvrn just and svuitable your remarks 
may be, on the late conduct of Mr. STRE- 
BECK towards the Universalists ; your own, 
in vindication of their doctrine, ts, I think, 
no less inconsistent with the rules of candor 
and politeness. Were you a preacher of 
universalism, there would probably be noroom 
for censure ; but, since this is not the case, 
you appear to me to have seized this oppor- 
tunity, not with a candid view to detect error, 
and remove 'the thick mist of ignorance ; 
(which, according to your sentiments, from 
the foundation of the world, has blinded a 
great part of mankind) but, as a subterfuge 
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for extolling your own abilities. Tt was their 
peculiar business, and, if I mistake not, 
they did attempt it, to shew the absurdity of 
his reasonings and wherein he was erroneous. 
But you have usurped theirprerogative, and 
by 80 doing, jntimated thattheir abilities were 
incompatible with the undertaking. This 
cannot be considered less than a public insult, 
although cloaked under colors of the greatest 
esteem- for their doctrine. You may, at 
first, think me deserving of the same repri- 
mand ; but, I trust, the reasons I shall give 
will be deemed sufficient to justify me. Itis 
not intended to assist or vindicate Mr. STRt- 
BECK by any means ; for, I frankly declare 
we differ both in professian+ and -sentiment: 
But, considering the pernicious tendency of 
your letter, :I do it with a design to shew the 
fallacy of your. arguments ; which, appear to 
meinvestigated,notso much for the purpose of 
falsifying his doctrine, as to the more perma- 
nent establishment of your own.: Likewise, 
finding that neither Mr. STREBECK, nor any 
other person attempted to answeryou : proba- 
_ bly, unwilling to kindle afresh the fire of dis- 
cord and contention, for which, you yourself, 
Sir, have furnished fuel; I judged it not 
only expedient, but a duty incumbent upon. . 
me.” There is one thing more to be re- 
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marked. I have waited some time, for Mr; 
STREBECK's ambition to animate him in his 
own defence ; I have not unadvisedly ush- 
ered my epistle into the world; as you did ; 
whilst, the Universalists were soundinghis ar- 
guments and endeavoring to obviate their in- 
fluence. . Upon these considerations, I have 
engaged in the task ; although, it may be 
tho:Fht presumption and arrogance in a stu- 
dent ; to suppose that his abilities are equiva- 
lent to a subject of $so great importance. 


The first argument you have advanced is ; 
« that, John the Baptist, when he asked the 
Pharisees and Saducees, who had warned 
them to flee from the wrath to come, had no 
£ view to eternal wrath ; but, pointed wholly to ; 

1 that period when Jerusalem. was to be de- 
1 stroyed.” This will appear unfounded and 
unreasonable, upon a consideration of the 
subsequent verses ; especially, of the twelfth :: 
where, he illustrates the nature of this wrath 
as follows : « Whose fan 1s in-his hand, and 
he will thoroughly -purge his floor, and ga» 
ther his wheat into the garner ; but he will | 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire:” 
According to ' your interpretation, by the . 
+- wheat he must mean the inhabitants ; .and, by. 
| the chaff the city of Jerusalem ; which he 
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jonld dextroy by a fire unquerichable; I: 
would, sir, enquire whether the-city of Je- 


rusalem, is now burning with a fire unextine. 
guishable ?-- © Thus, 'sir, the argument you- 
adduce here is proved to be like the spider's - 


web, ingeniously wrought, but soon destroy- 
ed ;” therefore, the passage, Mr. STrE- 
BECK: choge, was well suited to his purpose,” 
and-the choice, by no means, © incompreften- 
Sible.” In the 7th page, you assert by inter- 


rogation, that, * God kept back the revela- 


tion of his mind, from the patriarchs, and 
prophets, not excluding John the Baptist, and 


commissloned- them to speak no farther of' | 


the punishment, of sinners, than'in the pre- 
gent world.” And you ask, whether © there 
ws: Ohe proof in the Old Testament, of the 
dottrine- of eternal damnatzon in fire and? 
brimstone.”” John the Baptist, must- cer- 
tainly have been privy to it; since your expo-' 
aition-of his denuijiciation 1s a sophism. The: 
ancient prophets likewise were conscious of- 
it : although; they may-not express it in lan- 


guage $0 declarative of it. Neither, do I be- 


lieve, that the fire signified in scripture will 
be any thing more, than the. extreme: re-' 
morse of conscience. In Isaiah 33 Chap. xiv. 


and 'xv. verses, the prophet speaks of the. 


threatening.of: God, and of: his everlasting} 
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Zion are afraid, fearfulness hath surprised 
the hypocrites; who 'among us shall dwell 
with devouring fire.? who among us shall 
dwell-with everlasting burnings ?” "Thus, 'T 
would paraphrase this in connection-with the 
{5th verse. On whom, will God inflict eternal 
punishment ? On whom, hall his everlasting 
vengeance be poured out ? but, on these hy- 
pocrites and sinners. For, * he” only * that 
walketh righteously and speaketh uprightly ; 
he that despiseth the gain of oppressions ; 
that shaketh his hands from holding of 
bribes ; that stoppeth his ears from hearing 
of blood, -and shutteth his eyes from seeing 
evil ; he only, shall dwell on high.” Jeremiah 
_ 20 chap. 11 v. ©* But the Lord is with meas 
a mighty terrible one : therefore, my perse- 
cutors shall 'stumble and they. shall not pre- 
vail ; they. shall be- greatly ashamed; for; 
they shall not prosper : their everlasting con- 
fusion $hall never be forgotten.”-23 chap. *40 
v. of the 8ame book. « And T will bring an 
| everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpe- 
= tual shame, which shall not be forgotten.” 
Thege passages evidently answer'your que- 
fy. Read the -verses in their connection ; 
notice to whom those threatnings are madey | 
—— you'be"a'man devoid-of unders. 
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standing, you must see, that God denounced 


to those sinners eternal separation from his 


presence. - Whether, in fire or brimstone, I 


py 


know not, but, certainly, everlasting misery, 


perpetual shame, would overtake them'; not 


in this life, tor this is” finite ; but, in” the 
world to come. If, these are not satisfatto- 
ry, I will advance one more out of Isaiak, 38 
chap. 18 v. © For, the grave cannot praise 
thee : death cannot celebrate thee : they that 
go down into the pit, cannot hope for thy 
truth.” Thus, you see, sir, you have daring- 
ly and presumingly endeavored to prove the 
Great God of Heaven a liar ; when he has de- 
clared eternal damnation in the New Testa- 
ment, you say, there is no mention made of 
it in the old ; that is, there is no passage s1g- 
nificant of eternal banishment from his pre- 
s8ence, I might select many more, but, I 
deem. these sufficient to shew you your error. 
I, therefore, pass on to your next observa- 
tion ; © If thou doest (these things) thou shalt 
live;” ©* if thou doest not (these things) 
thou shalt die ;”? you say, © is the general te- 
nor, of the ancientpromises and threatenings ; 
and never, were construed to extend beyond 
limited punishment, until priest-craft be- 
gan to be instituted in the world.” In ano- 
ther place ; © That God did -not pour out his 
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And, until, you dismiss your observations on 
the Old Testament, you strive scripturally 
to. prove /the doctrine of temporal punish-. 
ment ; - that 1s—afflictions, sorrows, and cas» 


lamities await sinners in this life only, as. 


chastisements for their sins and disobedience.,_ 


Now, Sir, who upon reflection, | can read 


these as they. stand in relation to your favorite 
topic, and not see a complete inconsistency, 
and total rejection of aSavior ; as superfluous 
and answering no purpose whatever. It ap- 
pears to me, that even death, which-was de- 
nounced upon Adam, was a curse ; and evi- 
dently must be 80, if it signifies affliction, tor- 


ment, evil. I shall, therefore, in order to. 
Sap the ſoundation, on which you afterwards, 


build your whole 8ystem of Uniyersalism, 


and thereby corrupt the true meaning of scrip-. 
ture with sophistical expatiations ; show, the. 


incongruity of the preceding arguments. 
That you believe death, which separates the 


soul from the body, to be the, last punish- 


ment inflicted upon the wicked, is certain, 


from what you advance to . prove that, 


« anciently warnings against sin, extend- 
ed only to the subject of temporal punish- 
ments.” In speaking of temporal punish- 


eurses, on our first parents, but cursed the- 
serpent and the ground for.the sake of man.”. 


j 
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ments, you donbtless mean the prezent Life: 
alone, therefore, in- the 12th page, referring 
tothe destruction of the old world, you say,. 
that all those, who: were then destroyed, 
« forfeited by their transgressions, / temporal 
life.” In the 14th page, where, you quote 
Exodus 19 Chap. 10 and 13 verses, you 
likewise assert, that a temporal death, was the 
punisghment denounced against those, who 
touched the mount. Hence it 1s, I conclude, 
you refer to that death, which is common to 
all men : tiot to a punishment, after the dis- 


union of the body and soul, metaphorically 


Styled death'in scripture» In several other 
quotations, sentiments and expositions, 3t 
appears to be wholly your design to evince 
from scripture, that no punishment after 
death, awaits the wicked ; that troubles of 
the mind, diseases of the body, losses of 
property, of relatives and friends, anxiety, 
pestilence and famine, together with the for- 
feiture of temporal life, the greatest of all pu- 
nishments, are only threatened against those 
who work wickedness. I proceed to make a 
few observations on the hypothesis. If we 
believe the Bible to be really the word of 
God, we must- likewise believe, that what 
he has revealed -in one part, cannot be contra- 
dicted in @nother ; but, if they -should not 


& _ 
k "= q PR G 
wh P 4 by 2 3 A '.: 
. F- I = ws oy Sn 4. I x % 2+; bes #7 " i 2 * b4 
90s. AR I foi XY "— 5, W”—S $6.5 p a >, ng we - vo y 
G ey *- 38 SON $ , HET. Shad b Yr, hong 4. V « - *%. on >) : £ Y "I 
dy - : F* OD 6 «a = RED +» ha | SE I - l »—"_ % 
4 5 Yoke 5 Þ . > 2.0 wa "IN - 5 : FY AP. £3. : 4 
- at FORE. boys, 8 THI a Y or "WE ——_ 
_ — 4 - ns 8 2 : 
> = 


Tp _ 


— 


= Gs tn - a .- bo a Sm "_— A RI ' Pg A » 7 g 
- © = - EET ——_—_— , "+ 7 - 4 » 32 . " » \F 
, , _ n P = —_— , 9g SER ER TER <A 4 ES " Gb & vu * EF, = 7", Ret" 
20 off Y ot ER UN” © l . VF, "16365: £:38">:a3k my SITES. 202 IR! ; 
wy. C f f 1 F C 3 P; 


P 


I 


bappen te accord to the satisfaction of man; 
it must be, through. zome false conatruction 
or blind reasoning.- Now, Sir, if mankind 
are not to suffer punishment- hereafter; I 
mean, if this declaration is made any where 
in sacred writ, the whole must intimate the 
8ame thing ; and 'so on, if finite or eternal. 
The question 1s then, whether by the first 
threatening, we are to understand merely the 
extinction of the body—a finite or everlasting 
punishment ? * In the day thou eatest there« 
of, thou shalt surely die ;” 1s the first threat» 
ening, in case of disobedience. We have it 
written, he did eat ; and provoked his maker 
to anger ; $0 that the Almighty displayed his 
great displeasure against Eve, in causing her 
to bring forth in sorrow ; and Adam by ex- 
cluding him. from Paradise, to drag: out his 
existence in misery and” toil. But, these 
misfortunes, are not specified in the denun» 
ciation ;—he was only to die—die how ? To 
holiness, be stript of his earthly tabernacle, 
or eternally separated from his maker? They 
must have been included ; the continuation 
of them evinces it ; and they are doubtless, 
intended to afford us some idea of the dread- 
ſul effects of God's indignation, upon- the 
Soul after death. I grant, that sin- was the 
cause of death, as the Apostle saith, © By 
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sin; came death, and, so death passed upon 
all men ;” but,” I deny, that this is the last 
manifestation of God*s wrath towards sin- 
ners. - The Savior expressly.says, © He that 
believeth shall be saved.” Saved from what ? 
Afflictions, persecutions, sorrfows, annoy- 
ances, anxieties, and the like ? 'No. Psalms 
LEXI1T. iii. & v. «For I was envious at ; 
the foolish, when. I 'saw the prosperity of 

the wicked : they are not in trouble as other 

men, neither are they plagued like other _ I: 
men.” Jeremiah, x11 chapter, 1. verse. 8 
Wherefore, are all they happy that deal ve- . 
ry treacherously!” He that believeth in the © _ 1 
Savior, and confesseth-him before men, must L 
expect to suffer all these things. - On:the con- | 


trary, it appears that they, who are the most 
wicked ; who openly rebel against their ma- 
ker ; who indulge their sensual appetites ; =_ | 
who dissipate their estates in the obscene re- Þ 
ceptacles of debauchery; who overreach 
their neighbors ; who defraud, - steal, &c. 
enjoy the greatest of .carthly - happiness. 
Therefore, Sir, 1f- sinners 1n this life, are 
| happy in a superior degree to christians ; how 
1s it, that afflictions and death are their only 
punishments ? ; Agreeable to'this sentiment, 
they endure no chastisement whatever ex- 
cept death ; they live a life of felicity here 
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and an eternity with God hereafter. If this 
is true, positively, Sir, it would be more 
conducive to man's temporal welfare, to be 
a downright Atheist than a Christian. If af- 
flictions in this life, were to be understood 
as . included in the threatening © thou halt 
die ;? 5so may eternal death likewise.. Sup- 


 pose that the keen pangs of death are the last 


chastisements for sin ; where then would be 
the need of a Savior? He came to save those 
who . are righteous, from the wrath of God, 
and reconcile them to his favor. I know not, 
that Christians, more than other men are de- 
livered from the dark valley and shadow of 
death, and taken up into heaven, cloathed 
19 their original corruption. But, this 1 
know, they all undergo the tortures of a dying 
bed ; and indiscriminately, are laid in the 
earth to wait the just scrutiny of that God 
to whom they: are accountable for eVery . AC- 
tion. Pray, Sir, why has God appointed a 
day, in which he will judge all the inhabitants 
of the earth? Is:it to be merely a farce? cer- 


_tainly ;. and, not only this, but it willbe unjust 


for God to summon before his tribunal, to dis- 
criminate their- merits;; to reward some, to 
chastise others, eyen finitely, whom he before 
had examined and corrected according. to 
their deserts. - 0 infatuated mortals ! what 
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ean you not devise? what will not your li- 
centious views urge you to investigate, and 
constitute as principles ? how deluded! how 
vain ! how presumptuous ! although you have 
endeavored 80 vehemently, to prove that men 
are only the subjects of temporal punish- 
ments ; yet, in the 21st page of your letter, 
you acknowledge that there will be a future 
punishment for those who wilfully reject the 
Savior, Wonderful condescens1on indeed ! 
Finding it inconsistent with reason, and con- 
trary to the dictates of conscience, you will 
disbelieve what the bible says in your opinion, 
to cide with some party ; or, that you may ; 
enjoy this life more comfortably, to remove 
those fears and perplexities of mind, which 
of course would engue, if you expected all | 
_ the punishment you merited for your disobe- | 
dience in this life. Since, it is no where ex- 
pressed, that sinners are only to be punished 
in this life ;-since, it-is repugnant to reason 
1) and the terms on which a Savior is tendered 
p \\ | to mankind ; the doubt must lie. now between 
'/ a finite or eternal punisghment. Relative 
| to a finite punishment after death, I know of 
no single passage in the whole word of God, 
that grves the least hint upon the subject; 
therefore, it cannot be substantiated by rea- 
s0n, -It may -appear probable” to those of 
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weak minds, when © beclouded with $0- 
phistry,” rendered uintelligible by a collec- 
tion of technical phrases, and moving to the 
affections with insinuating language, and a 
feigned belief of the universal love of God 
without his justice. It is utterly impossible 
for man, either to increase or diminish what 
God has decreed ; then, Sir, you must be an 
unheliever, (or in common language, an infi- 
del,) if you really think what you have quo- 
ted from the old testament, your interpreta- 
tions and arguments -to-evince that sinners 
are only the objects of temporal punish- 
ments are fictions. This 1s evident, from 
your acknowledgment of finite punishment 
after death ; for which, you cannot, and for 
which, you yourself partly intimate as having 
yo authority, Hence, it is 80 clearly mani- 
fest to every considerate mind, that you have 
| perverted the plain meaning of the old testa- 
ment, that you, instead of proving universal 
restoration, have endeavored to make one 
part of scripture contradict the other ; you 
1 have no'reason to hope, but every other quo-, 
| tation, explanation and argument will be sus- 
pected as having the same * false glossary and 
perversion.” It would be reasonable to sup- 
Pose, you had disgraced you cause ; that your 
whole system would be annulled, after hav- 


I6 


a 


mg made $0 many palpable and irretrievable Y 


blunders. To proceed—If both your hypo- 
thesis are unfounded by the preceding obser- 
vations, eternal death must unquestionably 
be the truth ; a truth, expressly declared by 
God—by his prophets ; by Christ—and by 
his Apostles. You cannot. adduce one pas- 
8age, whereeither of your principles are expli- 
citly laid down ; but that of eternal banish- 
ment from the presence of God, is as clearly 
and literally declared, as language will allow 
any construction whatever to be... Your-sen- 
timents, so diametrically opposite to reason 
and truth, must be derived more from suppo- 
Sition, than the real and intrinsic Signth- 
cation of scripture, through an inclination of 
equalising nature with the essence of a God 
of purity. You. probably first conjecture 
one to signify thus—then, rather than loose 
8uch a pleasing and suitable notion, you cavil 
at the original, *till you discover something, 
be it never $0 foreign, that may a little favor 
your design ; 80 by removing conjunctions ;* 
by transmuting and. perverting sentences, 
you make 1t appear to illiterate persons ; who 

perhaps, never 80 much as look in a bible ; 

but in preference inclining to deism, to be a 

doctrine instituted and authorised by God, 


See Page 30. 
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Indeed, Sir, your doctrine, appears to me 
to bear a near resemblance, if not equally 
as deceiving and insinuating as that of the 
gerpent's to Eve: saying *thou halt not sure- 
ly die.” That your whole system, is oppo- 
sed tothe conditions on which a Savior is 
offered to the world, is evident ; for allow- 
mg that sinners are destined to a future pu- 
nishment; that is, to a finite one; those 
who reject the Savior, trample upon his 
Jaws and commit the greatest moral ill in 
this life, would in a short time, after endur- 
ing a few tortures, be saved. Could the Sa- 
vior, have any part in preserving those 
Souls? You ay, he came to save all mankind. 
He might well say, with himself ; I have 
condescended to dwell with men; to be 
persecuted, spit upon, ridiculed and buffeted ; 
I have bled and died ; groaned under the 
heavy yoke of oppression ; suffered myself 
to be crucified and put to death by impious 
hands, to rescue their souls from the fiery in- 
dignation of Almighty God ; and to no_pur- 
pose. They can be saved without me. God 
has been displeased with my humiliation, and 
conduct in the world ; he has resolved to free- 
ly pardon their wickedness without attone- 
ment, and receive them into everlasting hap- 
. . piness: that theymay deride my impotence, 
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and treat with contempt that absolute pow- 
er, I once professed, Almighty God had 
invested in me. Many are denying them- 
selyes the indulgences of their natural pro- 
pensities, dejecting their minds; wasting 
their constitutions with continual fasts. Ma- 
ny through the fears of an eternal punish- 
ment, . precipitating themselves to the com- 


mission of the most presposterous crimes ; N 
_ others deluged with the turbulent waters of Y 
God's wrath, are thrown into a state of insza- 7 


nity, from which they seldom- recover, and 
often prove their own destroyers ; either by 
mtoxication or immediate death. They had - 
better indulge their appetites, carouse in the 

pleasures of sensuality, and exhilirate their 

hearts to the fullest of their wishes in this 

life, than punish themselves forty years, 

when in a future $state they would at most [| 
perhaps suffer but twenty. Similar to this | 
Sir, were your system true, would probably 
be the recapitulation of the Savior. But, it 
may be said, that God at first ordained them 
to eternal damnation; and for this reason . 
came Christ into the world to preserve them mz 
from that state of endless misery, by inflict- 
ing only a finite punishment on those who 
wiltully reject him. If this is your-argue— + 
ment, it strikes my mind, that their sin of 
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non-compliance with the Savior, would me« 


rit, if it were possible, a two-fold eternity of 
misery, and dispel every appearance of com« 
passlon from the tribunal of a God of jus» 
tice, It would be the highest injustice in a 
God, having decreed endless pain in the first 
place to sinners ; then to allow such, who 
despise his terms of mercy, after a small de- 
gree of punishment, to participate of the 
Same happiness with those, who denied 
themselves, in a state of nature every indul- 
gence, to acquire. I trust, this is sufficient, 
Since neither temporal nor finite punishment 
after death, are expressly declared to be the 
fate of sinners ; and since they are incongru- 
ous with the offers of salvation, to prove, 
that an everlasting one must unquestionably 
be the truth, if we believe that God would 
not at one time decree temporal death, and 
at another eternal. I proceed now to con» 
sider a few of your observations on the new 
testament. In the 22 page, you undertake 
to define the nature of sin, whether it be of 
a finite or infinite principle : © For, if sin” 
you say, * be but a finite evil, the conclusion 
would be undeniably correct, that it would 
be unjust in God to punish the sinner eternat 
ly for his finite offences,” Allowing it to be 
a finite principle ; the argument, when well 
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20 
considered, ,will indubitably shew that sin- 


ners merit ever/asting punishment from scrip- 
ture, whether it can be reconciled by reason 
or not. Is man to make every part of scrip- 
ture, and the plans of God compatible with 
reason ? why does he not render consistent 
that of the resurrection ! Indeed sir, I doubt 
much, whether you would -even believe in 
untiversal restoration if you attempted to com= 
prehend, in your shallow capacity, the bound- 
less purposes-of heaven. Therefore, sir, if 
we believe that the mind of man, is at pre- 
sent too narrow and contracted, his reason 
falsified, and his inclinations corrupted ; can 
we s8uppose he is a proper being to examine 
the schemes of his maker? certainly not. 
Itis more rational then, to yield strict obe- 
dience to what is most plainly commanded 
concerning his future state, and subject to 
reason only, those of his own formation. 
You say * that finite sins, must first be 
proved to positively affect, injure, wrong, 
disturb, annoy or destroy some infinite prin- 
ciple, before the problem can be solved.” 
I would enquire what you mean by *8ome 
infinite principle? it appears to me, there 
1s but one, the deity himself; therefore, it 
would be absurd-to say, that sin destroyed 
the Deity ; consequently I understand you 
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mean the soul, although there is a manifest 
contradiction. If I can positively show that 
8in has destroyed the soul, from scripture, 

you must either give up your drgumces; or 
deny the bible. Let us then, for a moment; 
refer to those wicked spirits, the devils, on 


whom God has decreed everlasting punish- 


ment. Do we not here see that sin pogi- 
tively affected, injured, wronged, disturb- 
ed, annoyed and destroyed the infinite prin- 
ciple, (as you term it) or soul in_ them? 
certainly. : - Did God create two Spirits, an 
evil and a good ? -If we 8ay thus, we must 
of necessity attribute all sin to God, as the 
author and creator of it. No, sin destroy- 
ed the good spirit, corrupted it, rendered 
it wholly evil,- devoid of purity, holiness 
and love. 'How, sir, 1s this to be reconciled ? 
the devils most undoubtedly are to'suffer 
eternally in hell, Sin was here finite, and 
are they to be punished infinitely ? or do 
you really think the devils will participate of 
happiness? If your extravagance extends 
thus far, I will select a passage or two to 
convince you of your-error. Rev. 20 chap. 
v. 10, © And the devil that deceived them 
where the beast and the false prophets are ; 
and shall be tormented day and night, for- 


was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
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ever and ever.” 21 chap. 'v. 8; * Butthe 
fearful, and- unbelieving, and the abomina- 
ble, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and ,sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, 
| 8hall have their part in the lake, which 
burneth with fire and brimstone, which is 
the 'second death.” The devil in scripture 
is 8tyled the father of lies. The first death, 
I conceive to be that which destroys the 
body ; the second that which destroys the 
soul, or eternally separates it from ' God, 
and commences after judgment. _It is an 
absurdity to s8uppose, that the devil who 
goes about secking whom he may devour ; 
_ Who strives to destroy the kingdom of the 
| Redeemer, and who greatly strove ts ruin 
_ the Redeemer himself could ever have had 


any hope of being saved by him. - This 18 


manifestly contradictory. 

To return. God instilled the same happy 
Spirit in man; made him a being like unto 
himself, and gave him a settlement in para- 
dise ; butthe serpent tempting Eve, and she 
tempting Adam, imtroduced . sin- into the 
world ; by this means, that pure, undefiled 
Spirit of Adam became a recepticle of sor- 
row and misery. Certainly, sir, no man in 
his senses can consider of the dreadful -ca- 
tastrophe'of the devils, and believe that God, 
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without a Savior, would permit any. haman 
being. to escape with only a finite punishment : 
when he had wilfully transgressed the laws of 
his maker. This is sufficient to shew that 
though sin is of a finite principle, yet it can- 
not prevent man from being the object 'of 


God's eternal wrath ; since, his awful justice 


1s. 80 clearly seen in chastising the devils. 
Can we suppose that man on account of his 
nature, or any particular services, deserves 
more compassion from God, than devils? 
No, not if we reflect that the latter, previous 
to their fall, stood ina nearer relation to God. 
Since Christ came in the flesh to save men; 


_ they must be made vessels of salvation in the 


flesh; or else they never can be hereafter ; 
neither have we any scripture to assure us of 
it, any more-.than that of- the devils. John 
8 chap. v. 21, © Then said Jesus again unto 
them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, 
and shall die in your sins : whither I go ye 
cannot come.” © As the tree falls 80 it lies.” 
Mark 3 chap. v. 29; * But he that shall 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never 
forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal dam- 
nation.” Tt is probable that this sin has been 
committed ; therefore, agreeable to the de- 
claration of aur Savior, the- culprit cannever 


24 


of course be demolisghed, In the first quota» 
tion, whatever you may think, . I do not con» 


ceive 'he meant, © whither I go, ye shall 


come,” And to-prove we are to understand 
the Savior by his words, . read Num. 23 


chap. v.. 19, ©* God 1s not man that.he should 


lie, neither the son of man that he should re- 
pent : hath he 'said, and shall he not do it? 
or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it 


good?” Likewise, in the 13 chap. of Luke 


from the 23 to the 27 verses, Christ himself 
informs us, he will shut the door againstsome 
and they shall not be able to enter in. Luke 


16 chap. v. 26, affords us great argument, 


which you in page 40, endeavor to do away, 
with a long train of frivolous exposition, and 


sOphistical mist. © And besides all this, be- 


tween us and you there 1s a great gulph  fix- 
ed, $0 that they which would pass from 
thence to you, cannot ; neither can they pass 
to us, that would” come from. thence.” -I 
will just remark here, that your ignorance 
may be .discovered ;: the explanation you 
give of this passage, in your observations.on 
the parable of Dives and Lazarus. * The 
great gulph mentioned, by Abraham. means 
their unbelief, which is the occasion of their 
Separation ; and by. referring to Moses and 
the-prophets, directs their attention to them, 


who! all gave textimony of the Meaigh, 
whom the Pharizees rejected.” Pray, ir, 
did Abraham address himself to one or more 
persons. in the parable ? doubtless you will 
answer, if candid, one. How happens it then 
- that in your interpretation, it was the gulph 
of unbekef which separated the Pharisees 
from Christ? Were all the Pharisees in hell? 
or had the rich man only to send for a bible, 
that while in hell he might turn to Moses 
and the prophets, to learn the conditions on 
which he might receive a Savior ? In the 38 
page you enlarge much on these words, 
« where the worm dieth not. and the fire is 
not quenched.” We cannat consider a fire 
to be quenched” you say « when having con- 
sumed the things which are the subjects of 
its power, it extinguishes itself,” this you infer 
was the obvious meaning of our Savior ; and 
in the 34 page © you do not deny that the ub- 
braiding conscience of the damned, will with 
unutterable anguish prey upon the heart; 
that through aionion punithment, the gnaws 
ings thereof will be inconceivably dreadful ; 
but, when I consider” you ay, © this figure, 
pointing to the worms, which continually 
preyed an. the dead carcases in the valley, 
there is not eternal duration-to-be collected 
from it; they could exist no longer than the 
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matter 'on which they preyed continued ;- or 
*till the fire intended to destroy and purify, 
totally checked their gnawings.” Can we 

- imagine our Savior would be s0 deceitful, 
as to mean finite, in words 80 expressive of 


low the dictates of reason, he meant the fire 

will cease of itself, in saying it is not quench- 

ed? Indeed sir, if this, which you imagine, 

is true, his sayings must be treacherous ; in- 

, tended to deceive mankind-and to fill them 
with a servile terror, which is hardly tolera- 
ble in earthly potentates, much less in the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords. Certainly 
sIr, he could not have completed the mis- 
810n on-which he was sent, with justice and 
'truth, in denouncing to the world the awful 
-effects of God's wrath, when he really meant 
his tnexpressible compass:0n and love ; the for- 
-mer- of which, mankind in general, for 
eighteen centuries, have understood to sig- 
nify eternal damnation ; but a- few modern 
Superior geniuses have lately discovered it to 
be unzversal salvation ! ! Such interruptions, 
are sufficient 'to give men a detestation of 
the gospel ; and to prove it « a cunningly 

_ devised fable.” "The comparison you last 
made, 1s certainly very unjust ; for 'the goul 
-is-an-immortal 'spirit, which' cannot be des- 


eternal punishment ? Can we believe and fol- 
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troyed by fire ; neither can aha fire, check 
the gnawings of the worm upon it. You in- 


timate, as if fire would purify the, soul, and. 


render it capable of enjoying felicity ; but - 


this is unscriptural. The Savior, if the fire 


of hell purged away sin, would have no part 
in saving the soul; therefore, it is evident 
you put no faith in .the Savior, after it has 
once reached that place of torment, but in 
the excrutiating and destructive power of 
the fire. , Page 41, you quote Ephesians, 1 
chap. 9 and--10-verses. * Having made 
known unto us, the mystery of his will, ac- 
cording to his good pleasure, which he hath 
purposed in himself; that in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times, he might gather to- 
gether in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth, even 
in him ;” which you interpret thus: © by the 
gathering together all things in one, must be 
understood the union of all things under 


- one head, even Christ Jesus the second man, 


the Lord from heaven, whom Abraham did 
believe would bless all nations, according to 
God's promise and oath, and not consign any 
soul to endless punishment.” But you do - 
not remember that the apostle had hereto- 
fore been speaking of election ; for as he 


| 5ays in the 5th verse, © having predestinat- 


64 us unito the adoption of children by Jeats 
Christ to himself, according to the good 
pleasure of ' his will.” Then follows the 
application of the 10th verse, © That in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times he 
might gather together all things,” predes- 
tmated © in Christ, both which are in hea- 
ven and which are on earth, even m him. 
And in the 2 chap. v. 7, he explains it 
thus : © that in the ages to come, he might 
ghew the exceeding riches of his grace, in 
his kindness towards us, through Jesus 
Christ;” that is, by the union of all things 
fore-ordained m Christ. In page 44, you 8up- 
pose to corroborate much your doctrine, by 
altering the present tense to the past of that 
passage, which Mr. Strebeck quotes from 
Hebrews 3 chap. 11 and 18 verses, © So 1 
8ware in my wrath they shall not enter into 
my rest.” This he has *swears ;” but you af- 
ter a little sarcasm, endeavor to do away its 
application to the present time. Pray Sir, 
is God making new declarations of what he 
is at present doing? Were not all the threat- 
tenings denounced ages .ago—in past time, 
' and are they not applicable to the present? 
In the parable of Dives and Lazarus, you 
labor to eradicate its true signification, by - 
Saying it is a figure ; in this you admit no- 
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of Christ? certainly. In the 7th verse, 
it is thus written, © Wherefore as the Holy 
Ghost saith, to day, if you will hear his 
voice harden not your hearts as in the pro« 
vocation, in the day of temptation, in the 
wilderness ; when your fathers tempted me, 
proved me, and saw my works forty years ; 
wherefore, I was grieved with that genera- 
tion, and said they do always err in their 
hearts and they have not known my ways ; 
80 T aware in my wrath they shall not enter 
into my rest. Take heed, brethren, lest 
+ 0-4 there be in any of you an evil heart of uh- 
belief in departing from the living God.” 
« I zolemnly sir, call (you say) upot- you 
to prove, where God under the gospel dis- 
pensation wears, that any one of his un 
versal family zhall not finally enter into his 
: rest.” As to this, sir, I have already ad« 
duced passages sufficient from the New 
Testament, to prove that thoze who dey= 
_ pise the Savior, shall never, never, be saved, 
or enter into his rest. ' And I in return ap- 
peal to every candid mind, whether the ex- 
hortation of the apostle does not evidently 
prove, that if they had in them an evil 
-heart of unbelief, they were in danger of 
the same threatening. Let the argument 
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rest as it may in your opinion, it plainly re- 
futes the whole 8ystem of unzversal restora- 
tion.; You acknowledge, page 45, "thus ; 
** I remark, this, threatening; accompanied 
with the solemn oath. of God, his veraci- 
ty has fulfilled.” Then, they. have not 
yet entered'into the rest of God, neither 
can they ; and these very children of 1srael 
must make a part of those, who can never 
be saved. God says they shall not be pos- 
sessed of the promised land, that is, in fu- 
ture—for the time to come. We cannot 
8uppose: Canaan to be the settled habita- 
tion of God, it must be a type of heaven ; 
80 they out of his rest, must be in eyer- 
lasting misery. In one part you observe, 
« that the custom of many who have been, 


and are styled ministers of the gospel, at-_ 


tempting to what is called © spiritualising” 
the sacred history has introduced a nume- 


rous host of false conceptions. in the minds 


of their auditors ; /** when alas” you say 
again, ©* were many. of them to exercise 


their own intellectual faculties, and become 


students of the scriptures, with minds un- 


shackled from man's expositions, they would 


find themgelves only inferior to their preach- 


er in impudence,” _ I think Sir, were the 
auditors of the preachers of universaliom, 
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or your readers to' make themselves ac. 
quainted with the languages, and judge for 
themselves what ought to be, "and what 


ought not to be in the original, they would 


find themselves superior in learning and 
common sense. Truly, Sir, I conceive 


you to be a complete ignoramus, more fond 


of displaying your skill in the languages, 
than any thing else, for there is * nothing to 
be seen but a jumble of dark, absurd, un- 
meaning, unconnected daubs.” Page 48 
in assigning the reasons that led you to be- 


come a universalist, you speak thus: © nor 


were my views divested from what are cal- 
high calvinzstic doctrines, until I came in- 


to this country, when a friend requested me 


to give the writings of the late Rey. John 
Fletcher a strict perusal ; an examination 
and consideration of sentzments 80 opposite - 


to those which I had all my life up before 
concluded orthodox, aroused my mind to 
the necessity of searching the scriptures 


with the utmost diligence.” By this'it evi- 
dently appears that you' carefully perused 
his writings, in order to ascertain his gent:- 
ments, which excited your mind diligently 
to 'search the scriptures, to examine the 


grounds on-which they were established and 
_ to discover the fallacy of those, to which 
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you formenly assented.- Through 1 | 
tive, let me ask, Sir, do you in. ths-lege 
page 80.rashly deny, © haying ever read 
any human author on the universal loye of 
God ?” What can be more abgurd- or 
gelf-contradictory ? Such, | aye «the argu- 
ments you adduce to prove the purity of 
your doctrine. - I leaye every. candid mind 
to judge, whether any fidelity can be placed 
in . what you assert ; whether principles 
which must be gupported by erroneous and 
z8ubtle reasonings are worthy of assent,- es- 
pecially in a subject of $0 great importance 
as the future tate of the soul. TI shall omit 
making any further obseryations on the lat- 
ter part of your letter, being foreign to my 
prevent design ; notwithatanding, it might 
with the same facility be refuted, That you 
may speedily come to the knowledge of the 
truth; that you may, Ee. and be conscious 
of your manifold errors, and have cauge to 
reflect on the mischeiygus' tendency of your 
$iſeS. is the ardent prayer of, Er 


Sir, .* 


Your's regpectfully, 
A STUDENT. © 
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